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IIM Indore felicitates teachers, students on
foundation day

http://freepressjournal.in/iim-indore-felicitates-teachers-students-on-foundation-day/

— By Our staff reporter , October 04, 2014 02:03 am

Indore : The Indian Institute of Management Indore on Friday celebrated its 18th foundation day by awarding
four of its teachers with ‘Best Teacher Award’ along with felicitating staffers, students and alumni.

During the foundation day celebration programme, 1IM Indore declared the Best Teacher Award-2014. And
after considering various quantitative factors like student feedback and qualitative factors including innovation
in course design and delivery, the jury recommended Prof Bhavin Shah (operations management and
quantitative techniques), Prof Prashant Salwan (strategic management), Prof Sabita Mahapatra (marketing) and
Prof Siddhartha Rastogi (economics) for the Best Teacher Award.

This premier institute also honoured eight staff members who performed exceptionally well during 2013-14,
and they included Alpesh Bhunjiya, Amit Prakash Sharma, Arunendra Vishwakarma, KP Radhakrishnan, Md
M Shaikh Chopdar, Pradeep Sharma, Satendra Singh Rawat and Shreeman Ghosh. In addition, 17 students of
pgp (2013-2015 batch) were also felicitated via certificates for their outstanding performance during the
academic year 2013-14 along with alumni who were given special tokens of appreciation for attending this
event.

During his address at the foundation day function, IIM Indore director Professor Rishikesha T Krishnan,
observed that it is a proud moment for all stakeholders, given remarkable achievements in terms of student
population, academics and courses offerings, locations and infrastructure. He also urged the iim-Indore
community members to move forward with the intention of strengthening their ability to impact management
practices and thought leadership. The foundation day lecture was delivered by Kiran Karnik, former president,
NASSCOM. His lecture on ‘Faster Horses to Cars: Thinking Differently’ covered several aspects of how clever
innovations multiply products and their uses. He insisted on the concept that innovation does not necessarily
mean invention, and even changed application of existing ideas can deliver path-breaking products. In addition,
he explained innovation as a person’s ability to not only answer questions, but also, question the answers.
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2600-acre plots identified for 11T Iin Kerala

Preetu Nair,TNN | Oct 6, 2014, 11.13 AM IST

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/education/news/2600-acre-plots-identified-for-1IT-in-
Kerala/articleshow/44475315.cms

KOCHI: Kerala may finally get its IIT as the state government has identified two plots — 600 acres in central Puduserry
and 650 acres at West Puduserry in Palakkad — to set up the premier institute.

The state government has appointed higher education department additional secretary M Sherif as liaison officer and he
will be inspecting the plots on October 10. "After inspection, | will submit a detailed report to the government. We hope
to finalise one of the plots to set up IIT," Sherif said.

Kerala was awarded an lIT in the 2014 Union Budget but on the condition that between 500 and 600 acres of land free of
any legal dispute was provided by the state government.

The plot identified at central Puduserry consists mainly of private land and bit of forest land, while at west Puduserry it is
private land.

"At central Pudussery, there are around 25 houses and a private college, while in west Puduserry there are few semi-
permanent structures. | interacted with local residents and they are not opposed to their land being acquired," said

Palakkad district collector K Ramachandran.

Sources said that residents there were willing to move out, provided they got decent compensation and are
rehabilitated as per the new Land Acquisition Act.

Rankings to Help You Choose Wisely

http://www.newindianexpress.com/education/edex/Rankings-to-Help-Y ou-Choose-
Wisely/2014/10/06/article2460496.ece

Questions on why Indian institutes do not figure in the top ranks of world rankings like the QS (Quacquarelli
Symonds) World University Rankings and the Times Higher Education Rankings have been raised often, but
the truth of the matter remains that these systems do not look at parameters which are relevant for India.

I1T-Kanpur and 11T-Madras will be taking the lead in creating a new India-centric ranking system, an IIT
Council meeting decided recently. The parameters are being worked upon and should be ready by December
this year or latest by March next year. The ranking system will be extended to all UGC and AICTE-funded
institutions.
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‘ _ As the Chairman of 1IT-Kanpur, Prof M
Anandakrishnan puts it, our institutions have a social commitment. “We are aping standards set by somebody
else. We need to take prestige in our institutions. An India-centric ranking system will help students choose
wisely plus give recognition to them worldwide.”

One of the parameters that rankings like the QS look at are the number of international students. For
international students to come to a particular country, many factors are involved like standard of living and
superior quality of social structure apart from just the academic institution in question.

“Most of our country’s premier institutions are publicly funded. We cannot extend the same subsidy to
international students, and hence, the numbers are less,” points out Prof Sunil Kumar Sarangi, Director, IIT-
Roorkee. He also reasons that not figuring in these rankings does not mean Indian institutions are bad.

He also says that QS typically goes to campuses that are large with students ranging from 20,000 to 40,000 in
numbers. “For us, 8,000 is a big number. We don’t have campuses that support that kind of strength.”

He also emphasises on an important aspect: because Indian institutions have narrowed down their area of
discipline, they have fewer students. “We have broken each discipline into separate institutes like IIIT, IIM,
I1Sc and 1IFT as opposed to teaching subjects like Arts, Culture and Horticulture on the same campus. This
narrowness is killing our students, as they gain no perception of the world outside their subject.”

He goes on to say that Indian students from premier institutes do not have a holistic experience of life on
campus and that they have no idea of other disciplines.

Asked if private varsities can expect to be a part of the rankings Prof Anandakrishnan says, “They have to fulfill
the criteria if they want to be a part of it. No one is putting a ban on them. The problem is they are profit-
motivated.”
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Factors like importance given to research, governance system, family ownership, profit-motivation and
commercial aspects need to be checked while ranking private varsities, he says.

Easier Now to Get Into IIT

With a decision taken recently at an Indian Institute of Technology Council meeting, students will have some
breathing space in the cut-throat competition to get into I1Ts across the country. Class Xl students no longer
have to worry about being in the top 20 percentile of their respective boards.

AR
a - ST UNder the new admission criteria, students
with a minimum of 75 per cent will be eligible for aseatinan IIT prowded they clear the Joint Entrance
Examination (JEE). Previously, students who did well in the JEE but failed to do well in their board
examinations weren’t eligible for admission to IITs.

However, there were mixed reactions to this development. Bhaskar Ramamurthi, Director, I1T-Madras refused
to comment saying ‘it was too soon to tell’. Sivakumar Srinivasan, Dean of Students, IIT-M welcomed this
move. He recalls an incident a few years ago when a student who had received 92 per cent in her boards did not
get through admission because she did not fall in the top 20 percentile of scorers. “She’d done her JEE well, and
asked me if I could help, I was tongue-tied,” he says, explaining that she would have stood a better chance with
these new rules.

He says that if students are not eligible for a seat in spite of scoring such high percentages, there was no point in
working so hard. But he also points out that the 20 percentile norm was brought in to quell the “Ramaiah-
Chaitanya” effect, as he calls the mushrooming tuition centres in the country. Ramaiah 1T Study circle and Sri
Chaitanya IIT Academy are sought after coaching centres in Andhra Pradesh, one needs to clear entrance tests
to get admitted into these centres. “Relaxing the 20 percentile norm will bring them back again,” he says.
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Prof Sunil Kumar Sarangi, Director, 1IT-Roorkee, feels extremely disappointed with this move. “This is a self-
defeating step. It will lead to degradation of standards. | feel very unhappy for my alma mater, and for former
students of the 11Ts who faced tough challenges to get into the institutes.”

He explains that this will create a culture where students will ignore their teachers, classes and board
examinations. “Are we telling them, your future is in the tuition centre?”” he asks. Out of half a million students
in this country who score above 90 per cent, five lakh people who are the best are chosen, and the child should
learn to face this challenge, he explains. “Now every Board be it State or Central will try to give a minimum of
75 per cent to its students in order to make maximum students eligible.”

Prof M Anandakrishnan, Chairman, I1T-Kanpur, says this will not lead to the dilution of academic standards in
any manner. “For want of few marks we should not have students being left behind. We should give importance
to board exams but at the same time see the student’s potential for admission,” he says.

As for students, they have one less pressure on their minds; they needn’t focus their energies on becoming one
among the top scorers of their State, to get into an IIT for.
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